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Vol. XV. JULY, 1906. No. 1. 

JOURNAL OP THE PRESIDENT AND MASTERS OP 
WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 

(Continued from Vol. XIV., 246.) 

William and Mary College, May 27 th , 1775. 

James Innis, William Yates, Joseph Eggleston, \ 

John White, William Steptoe, Thomas Evans, V Compl.* 3 

Granville Smith, and James Monroe. J 

Maria Digges. I Del* 

To the Hon. ble & Rev: d the Commissary, Emanuel Jones, John 
Dixon, Samuel Henley, Thomas Gwatkin, & James Madison. 
Professors of the College of William and Mary : 
The humble Petition of the ushers & students of the s. a Col- 
lege. 

Sheweth, 

That your Petitioners are all of them most sincerely interested 
in the Welfare of this College, as they conceive that the Pros- 
perity & success of it is an object of the greatest Importance to 
their Country. 

Art: l. st That your Petitioners are much grieved & exceed- 
ingly sorry to observe the repeated Acts of Extravagance, Par- 
tiality & unwarrantable Insolence, as well as the grossest Neglect 
of Duty in the Mistress of the College. 

Art: 2. d That she has kept a sumptuous Table at the very 
time that the Provisions in the Hall were scarce & intolerable, 
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is a fact too notorious to be deny'd — Her Partiality to her 
Brother in indulging him in all the Delicacies & conveniences 
of the College is well known — It can be proved too that he has 
part of the public Stores, such as Candles. 

(2'34) 

Art: 3. d That not contented with a prodigal Consumption 
of Provisions within the Walls of the College, she has been de- 
tected in sending Vegetables, Meat, and other Articles out of 
the College to the People of the Town. 

Art : 4. a That she has intrusted the Keys of the Store Koom 
to the Slaves to which they have been seen to have free Ingress 
& Egress. 

Art : 5.^ That she has often interposed in the Affairs of the 
College not at all appertaining to her Province. 

Art: 6.^ That she has more than once unprovoked treated 
the Gentlemen of the College with scurrilous Language, and by 
malevolent & unjust Insinuations promoted Discord among the 
Eesidents of it. — Besides which too she claims so uncontroulable 
a Power over the Domesticks as often from no other Motive 
than Caprice to prohibit the Ushers and Students from having 
one to perform the most necessary Offices. 

Art: 7.* 11 That the Losses in the Laundrey have been par- 
ticularly great since Miss Digges' Management, and for which 
no Eemedy can be obtained. 

Art : 8.^ That the Boys have been often neglected when sick 
& that the Nurse appointed to tend on sick persons has been 
employ'd in performing the Duties of the Mistress herself, in 
Neglect of her own proper Duty. 

(235) 

Art: 9S h That the Mistress did of her own power only hire 
and appoint a Woman to officiate in the Office of a Cook without 
any special Order from the Society for that purpose, & that she 
has supported the said Woman in the most contumelious Be- 
haviour almost to the whole College. 

Under all these disagreeable Circumstances your Petitioners 
sincerely lamenting the deplorable State to which the College 
must be reduced by a longer Toleration of such enormous Prac- 
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tices, which have already created a general Murmur & Discon- 
tent throughout the College, thought it would be highly proper 
& strictly their Duty to apply to you the Guardians & Protectors 
of the College to lay a State of their present Grievances before 
you & pray that the Causes of them may be removed. They 
therefore beg you would take the Premises under your imme- 
diate Consideration, & direct that your Petitioners with their 
Witnesses may be heard in support of their Allegations. 

After mature Consideration of the above Allegations, the 
President & Professors agreed that the Ushers & Students should 
be severally sent for to hear what they had to say in Support 
thereof. The following is a true Copy taken down immediately 
in their own words. 

Viz. 
(236) 

Mr. Innis. 

Art: 1st. Knows nothing about it. 

Art: 2nd. Does not know whether it was the provisions of 
the College, but supposes it was. Has frequently seen a Variety 
of Dishes carry'd into Miss Digges's Eoom. 

Art: 3rd. Has seen Meat carry'd to Lafong's more than a 
Year ago by a Negro-Boy. 

Art: 4th. Has frequently seen it and lately. 

Art: 5th. Miss Digges never meddled with him. 

Art: 6th. Says nothing to the first part. To the latter part 
affirms that Servants cannot be had to clean his Rooms : in par- 
ticular a Boy was wanting last Summer upon Business. 

Art : 7th. Affirms he has received considerable Loss, such as 
shirts, Stocks, etc. 

Art : 8th. Has receiv'd frequent Messages from the Boys for 
Tea etc. 

Has seen John Waddell & Eob.* Eandolph neglected a year 
ago. 

Art: 9th. Was inform'd Mrs. Smith abus'd him before Mr. 
Wilson. 
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Mr. Yates. 

Art : 1st. Miss Digges treated him ill at Mr. Commissary's. 

2nd. To the first part says nothing. Heard a Negro-Boy 
ask for Candles for Ned Digges. A Woman answer'd, One 
would do for him. 

3rd. Says Nothing. 

4th. Has seen the Keys entrusted to Negroes frequently. 

5th. Says nothing. 

6th. Miss Digges once treated him amiss in the Passage. 

7th. Says Nothing. ; 

(237) 

8th. The little Boys have frequently sent to Mr. Innis & 
himself for Tea. 

Art: 9th. Says Nothing. 

(238) 
Mr. Eggleston. 

Art: 1st. Says Miss Digges always behav'd with Complis- 
anee & Politeness to him. 

Art. 2nd. Has seen a great Variety of Dishes in Miss 
Digges's Room but not lately. 

Art. 3d. Says Nothing. 

Art: 4th. Has sometimes seen the Servants without any 
white person with them. 

Art : 5th. Says Nothing. 

Art: 6th. Knows Nothing. 

Art: 7th. Has lost something before & since Miss Digges's 
time, is not regular in sending them. 

Art: 8th. Has always had what he wanted when sick. 

Art : 9th. Knows nothing relative to this Article, except that 
coming into the hall after Dinner, Mrs. Smith treated him with 
Indecency. 

Mr. White. 

Art : 1st. Says Nothing. 

2nd. Has nothing to say to Miss Digges's keeping a sump- 
tuous Table: but her dinners have been good, when the Hall- 
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Dinners have been bad: Says Ned Digges has had Suppers & 
Dinners. And that he himself has had the same out of College 
Bules; knows nothing more. 

3d. Saw a Girl go to Miss Digges's House with something 
cover'd. 

4th. Has seen Slaves go into the Store-Eoom frequently. 

5th. Knows nothing about it. 

6th. Knows Nothing. 

7th. Knows Nothing. 

8th. Knows Nothing. 

9th. Mrs. Smith gave him ill Language upon which he com- 
plain'd to Miss Digges. 

(239) 

Mr. Steptoe. 

Art : 1st. Has never heard any remarkable Insolence towards 
himself. Miss Digges has behav'd with Civility to him. 

Art: 2d. Has seen sumptuous Dinners carried into Miss 
Digges's Koom, knows not whether by any Professor's Order. 
The Boys have lately had more and better meat than (formerly. 
Ned Digges has frequently dined in Miss Digges's Eoom as he 
conjectures from not seeing him in the Hall. Knows nothing 
of his having any Public-Stores or Candles. Has receiv'd In- 
digencies from Miss Digges out of Course. 

Art: 2d. Knows Nothin about it. 

Art : 4th. Has seen Servants in the Store-Eoom. 

Art: 5th. Knows Nothing about it. 

Art: 6th. Knows nothing about the first part. But has 
wanted a Servant to go down Town, & been unable to get one: 
their excuse being, they were employ'd by Miss Digges. 

Art: 7th. Knows Nothing. 

Art : 8th. Has been neglected by Miss Phoebe, when sick, but 
never complain'd except once about some Broth. 

Art : 9th. Mrs. Smith never was insolent to him. 

(240) 
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Mr. Smith. 

Art: 1st. Miss Digges has never ill-treated him. 

2d. Has seen better Meat go into Miss Digges's Boom & in 
greater Variety. Knows nothing about the second and third 
Parts of this Article. 

3rd. Saw Mrs. Good with a Middling of Bacon. 

4th. Knows Nothing about it. 

5th. Knows Nothing about it. 

6th. Knows nothing about the first part. But has apply'd 
to the Servants, who answer'd they were engaged about College 
Business. 

7th. Has lost somethings but never apply'd for Bedress : does 
not send his things very regularly. 

8th. In his last Sickness has been treated very well. 

9th. Says he never was ill-treated by Mrs. Smith himself. 
Hath heard other voung Gentlemen ill treated by her. 

(241) 
Mr. Evans. 

That he was inform'd by the Petitioners that every Article 
could be supported by the strongest Proofs, but that he himself 
could not, as he told the Petitioners undertake to prove a single 
Article. 

Mr. Monroe. 

That he never read the Petition, & consequently could not 
undertake to prove a single Article. 

Maria Digges's Answer. 

To the Hon. ble & Beverend the Commissary, Mr. Jones, Mr. 

Dixon, Mr. Henley, Mr. Gwatkin, & Mr. Madison, Professors 

of the College of William & Mary. 

The said Maria Digges saving and reserving to herself all and 
all manner of Advantages from the many errors and imperfec- 
tions contain'd in the Complainants said Bill of Complaint for 
as much thereof as she the said Defendant is advis'd is necessary 
for her to make answer to, answereth and saith, that with regard 
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to the preliminary Article of the said Bill she doth not know or 
believe that the Complainants are more interested in the Welfare 
of the (242) College than the President and Professors. And 
with regard to the first Article this Defendant saith, She never 
treated any of the Complainants with unwarrantable, or any 
kind of Insolence, nor ever was guilty of any gross or willful 
neglect of Duty since she has been Mistress of the said College. 
And for the truth of her answer to the former part of the said 
Article, she begs leave to refer to the Testimonies of the said 
Complainants. Mr. Innis says, "he knows nothing about it." 
Mr. Yates indeed asserts, "that she the Defendant us'd him ill 
at the house of the honourable and reverend the Commissary," 
but whether this Accusation be true or not, she submits to the 
opinion of the said Mr. Commissary. Mr. Steptoe declares "that 
she the Defendant has treated him with Civility." Mr. Eggle- 
ston declares, "the Defendant has always behaved with complis- 
ance and politeness to him." Mr. White says nothing to the said 
Article. Mr. Smith says, "She the Defendant never ill treated 
him." Now this Defendant begs leave to refer it to the con- 
sideration of the said President & Professors whether this article 
suported by the single testimony of Mr. Yates, and which relates 
only to a single fact, and that as she hath reason to believe con- 
tradicted by the testimony of Mr. Commissary be sufficient to 
authenticate the charge brought against her of Insolence towards 
the Ushers & Students of the Said College. (243) 

2.aiy With regard to this Article contain'd in the Bill of com- 
plaint she the said Defendant denys she did ever at any time 
keep any table she apprehended or believ'd to be contrary to the 
rules of the said College; but doth admit that when first she 
came to the said College she did entertain the Wife of the Hon- 
ourable Thomas Nelson, the Wife of the Honourable John Page 
and a few more Ladies of Character at Dinner at the College 
expence: but did believe, and was inform' d that provided the 
same was not often repeated, it was no more than what she was 
allow'd to do. But this Defendant doth declare that she has 
frequently dined in her room upon cold meat and sometimes 
sent for her Dinners out of the Hall ; and she humbly submits it 
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to the said President and Professors (who have all occasionally 
dined with her) whether, when she is directed to provide or dress 
a dinner for any of them the said President & Masters or Pro- 
fessors, she have any right to refuse them. And this Defendant 
doth absolutely deny her indulging her Brother in delicacies; 
but doth admit that sometimes from the want of company, and 
sometimes from a desire of improving her said Brother, she has 
invited him to dine with her, but for rules and directions how 
often she may invite him she is willing and desirous to submit 
herself to the said President and Professors. And this Defend- 
ant declares that she hath f urnish'd him with Candles at his own 
proper expence, and (244) she knows, and positively affirms 
that the Reverend Tho s : Gwatkin has furnish'd him also with 
Candles for his private Studies. 

3 diy This Defendant declares she never gave away any thing 
belonging to the said College except in such of Charity and offices 
of good Neighbourhood as she hath been inform'd and verily be- 
lieves she is allow'd by ancient Custom. But for regulations in 
this as well as the other part's of her Conduct she submits herself 
to the said President and Professors. 

4_fhiy This Defendant denies she ever did interpose in Col- 
lege Matters except in such Matters as nearly concern'd the Life 
or welfare of her friends. And this Defendant humbly insists 
that by undertaking her present Office she never resign'd any 
right she might enjoy as a Subject of this Country. 

5_fhiy This Defendant humbly insists that she never claim'd, 
us'd, or exercis'd any power over the Servants belonging to the 
said College, save such as has been granted to her by the said 
President and Professors. And this Defendant does insist she 
has always endeavour'd to keep the rooms of the Complainants 
in decent and proper order and this Defendant doth insist that 
some of the Complainants, particularly Mr. Innis, by employing 
servants at improper times and Seasons greatly (245) retard the 
business of the said College. 

g thiy This Defendant doth insist that no more losses happen 
in the Laundry than may reasonably be expected in so publick a 
place except by the neglect of the Gentlemen's sending their 
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cloaths in due time. But for farther Satisfaction in this par- 
ticular she refers the said President and Professors to the testi- 
monies of Messrs : White, Eggleston, Smith, St'eptoe and Yates. 

g.twy This Defendant denies she ever neglected the sick. 
On the contrary always did every thing in her power to serve 
them; for the truth of which she begs leave to appeal to the 
testimonies of the Eev a : Thomas Gwatkin, The Eight Hon- 
ourable George Lord Pincastle as also that of Mr. Smith, who 
says, "he was treated in his last sickness very well ;" Mr. Eggle- 
ston, who says "he has always had what he wanted when sick;" 
Mr. White, who denies knowing anything about the matter, and 
even Mr. Steptoe who declares that altho' he was not taken care 
of by Phoebe Dwit the Nurse, he never complain'd of any thing 
to Miss Digges save about some Broth. And this Defendant 
admits that she has when sick, and when Phoebe Dwit was sick 
at the same time, sent a Negro of approv'd fidelity into the Store 
room ; but declares she never made a practice of it, nor in con- 
sequence thereof ever miss'd any of the said Stores. 

gthiy -phis Defendant denies that she ever hir'd any Woman 
without the consent of the President, and declares she never sup- 
ported (246) the said Woman in affronting Behaviour to the 
said Ushers or Students; but that the young Gentleman by 
applying for things in an improper manner and at improper 
times may have drawn some peevish answers from the said 
Woman. 

And this Defendant declares that she has received several 
Presents to a considerable Amount, consisting of Wine, Tea, 
Coffee, Sugar, Turkies, Chickens, Butter, Milk, Eggs, Pickles, 
Ducks, Geese and Shelldrakes, etc. from the following Persons, 
but not all the said Articles from each of them. Viz. The Eight 
Honourable Charlotte, Countess of Dunmore, George Lord Pin- 
castle, The Eev. d Thomas Gwatkin, The Eev. d Samuel Henley, 
Mrs. Camm, Mrs. Burwell, Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Harris, Mrs. 
Graves, Mrs. Eggleston, Mrs. Dandridge and others ; a great Part 
of which she has apply'd to the use of the said College. And this 
Defendant further declares that for a considerable time the sick 
were found in Wine at the proper Costs and Charges of the 
Eev: a Thomas Gwatkin. 
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And lastly this Defendant saith, she hath given the same 
indulgences to the other Students, as to her Brother; and that 
the Charge of giving him Candles rests upon the Evidence of Mr. 
Yates, who does not pretend to assert any thing further, than that 
he heard a Negro ask for two in Ned Digges's Name & that his 
Candles and Mr. Yates's were lodg'd in the common Storeroom. 
And this Defendant declares, she hath always behaved with all 
the Decorum, Politeness and Humanity in her Power (247) to 
the said Ushers and Student's. And this Defendant is now, and 
hath at all times been ready to submit to all the Eegulations of 
the said President and Professors; and she intends when the 
Society have less Business upon hand to petition them for a set 
of Orders concerning the manner in which she must act. And 
as this Answer was drawn up upon very short Notice hopes 
every thing contain'd therein will be interpreted in a favourable 
manner by the said President and Professors. 

Sign'd, 

Maria Digges. 
Supplement, 

The Defendant declares that the Butcher's Meat she eats, is 
the same with that in the Hall, 

Sign'd, 

Maria Digges. 

Thomas Gwatkin Clerk, Professor of Humanity in the College 
of William and Mary, is ready to make Oath to the following 
Particulars, 

Viz. 

That Maria Digges, housekeeper of the said College, keeps a 
very frugal Table, often dining upon cold Meat, or Meat out of 
the Hall, or a Mutton Chop, or a Beef Steake ; and that she does 
not entertain Company oftener, or in a better manner than the 
late Mrs. Garrett, or what may reasonably allow'd to a Person in 
her Station. — that she has receiv'd many Presents of Wine, Tea, 
Coffee, Turkies, etc. some of (248) which he knows of, and been 
inform'd of others from good Authority, which have as he has 
every reason to believe been frequently appropriated to the Use 
of the said College. — That the Candles us'd by her Brother have 
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as he has every reason to believe been found either at his own, or 
the expence of the said Thomas Gwatkin. — that tne Servants have 
when call'd upon at improper hours been refus'd to the Ushers 
etc. at the particular desire of him the said Thomas Gwatkin. — 
that the said Maria Digges hath been remarkably attentive to the 
students and so in an extraordinary Degree to Kobert Eandolph and 
John Waddell as he well remembers. — that he has heard, and 
verily believes that Mr. Innis did not send his things to be wash'd 
at a proper tme, and that they are not properly mark'd which is 
as he believes the Occasion of their being lost — that during Mr. 
Yates's illness he frequently heard the said Maria Digges send to 
him to know what he would have, but has receiv'd Information he 
often would not accept anything she offer'd him. — that during 
Mr. Innis's illness the said Thomas Gwatkin gave up Phoebe to 
take care of him altho' he was very sick at the same time himself. 
— that Miss Digges has frequently sent the said Mr. Innis Wine 
to put into his Victuals when sick, and Wine and Water, and 
mull'd Wine, and has hoard and verily believes, three chickens a 
day. — that the said Maria Digges has always behaved with Civil- 
ity (249) to the Students etc. As far as the said Thomas Gwat- 
kin knows & hath heard and verily believes that Mrs. Garrett did 
without censure entertain John Waddell pretty much in the same 
manner as the said Maria Digges does her Brother Edward — that 
the said Edward has frequently dined with the said Maria at the 
request of him the said Thomas Gwatkin, and that the said 
Tho s : Gwatkin hath given the College considerable Quantities of 
Coffee, Tea, and some Wine to endemnify the College from any 
expence which might arise from any favour she might shew to the 
said Edward. And he does believe, and is persuaded the said 
Maria acts with great Impartiality to the Ushers and Students 
and Boys, giving them Suppers etc. out of College rules when 
there be any spare Victuals in larger Quantities and better than 
what she gives the said Edward. — that he was ; present when the 
Dispute happen'd between the said Maria and Mr. Yates in the 
Passage ; thinks both of them talked more necessary, but did not 
as well as he can recollect hear any abusive Language on either 
side. — that he believes, and that upon good Grounds that the 
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Negroes are not often entrusted with the Keys of the Store room, 
and that the College has receiv'd no loss on that account. — that he 
has been inform'd, and upon his Conscience verily believes that if 
the young Gentlemen have receiv'd any abusive Language from 
Mrs. Smith, it arises from their going into the (250) Hall, 
Kitchen etc. and quarrelling with her for things not allow'd by 
the College. Sign'd, 

Thomas Gwatkin. 

The Deposition of Phoebe Dwit. 

Phoebe Dwit declares that M r . Innis during his illness had 
every thing proper for him; and Mr. Gwatkin being ill at the 
same time sent for her. Mr. Innis refus'd to let her go, swearing 
by God she should not. To which Mr. Gwatkin for the sake of 
Peace submitted. — that Mr. Yates frequently refus'd to accept 
her attendance when sick. — that the Boys have been well 
attended. — that Miss Digges' servant to her positive Knowledge 
never went into the Store-room unattended by a white Person, 
except once, when they were both sick, she always following them, 
tho' unknown perhaps to Miss Digges. 

Sign'd, 

The Mark of 
Phoebe Dwit. 
(251) 
The Deposition of Mary Smith. 

Mary Smith declares she never abus'd M r . Innis, nor beat his 
Servant ; and that she only sent for Mr. Gwatkin when the young 
Gentlemen came into the Hall and demanded Dinner about 3 
°Clock in the afternoon, but did not treat them with Indecency. 
And that several of the Young Gentlemen have call'd her Bitch, 
etc. which may have drawn from her hasty, but never insolent 
Language. 

Sign'd, 

The Mark of 
Mary Smith. 

We, the President and Professors of the College, having heard 
and fully eonsider'd the said Bill of Complaint and examined 
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the Evidences brought as well by the said Complainants as by 
the Defendant, Do unanimously acquit the said Defendant of 
the Charges therein contain'd and pronounce the said Bill to be 
frivolous, vexatious, and ill supported. And that Mess rs : Innis 
and Yates be admonish'd to confine themselves to the Duties of 
their respective Offices, and not to enter into Combinations with 
the Students for the future, but endeavour by their Example and 
Influence to promote Concord and (251) Harmony in the said 
College. 

1ST. B. — As M r . Gwatkin had given a Deposition, he declin'd 
giving his Vote. 

It is further the Unanimous Opinion of this Meeting that Mr. 
Innis (if the Account of his giving Belief to Waddell and Ban- 
dolph when sick and neglected, as he says by the proper Servants 
be true) did not act right in this Instance, as this Behaviour 
might arise from a Pride in doing himself, what would have 
been done more effectually had a Complaint been made to his 
Superiours. And as this Conduct did not tend to correct the 
Omissions of the proper Servants, & that it is ungenerous to 
bring this Complaint now against the Housekeeper which he 
would not condescend to speak of at the time when it happen'd 
at least Eighteen Months ago. — this his requiring to dine or sup 
at different times in his own Boom. — that his warm and pas- 
sionate Temper; his Beating & Punishing the Negroes of the 
College when he thinks them in fault which has encourag'd 
Students to do the same, and which tends to transfer the Com- 
mand of the said Negroes from the President and Masters to the 
Ushers & Students to the Interruption of the Business of the 
College. — his listening to the tittle Tattle (252) of Servants such 
as what Wilson said of M rs . Smith's abusing him, and what 
Lamb (who has been long dead) said of Miss Digges. — his con- 
tinuing in an Office which the President and Masters have pro- 
nounced to be incompatible with the Business of an Usher. — his 
being at a Tavern with the Students at unseasonable hours until 
some of them were drunk, which occasion'd a midnight disturb- 
ance in the College, on which he was required to amend his Con- 
duct. — his hastily requiring while the President and Masters were 
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considering this Irregularity a Certificate of his Innocence. — his 
so soon afterwards drawing up a Petition or Eemonstrance in 
very harsh and severe terms to say no worse of it against a 
Woman, and persuading the Students to join with him in it. — 
his Dispute with Mr. Innis about how far he is to be consider'd 
as a Servant of the College. — his talk before the Society of justi- 
fying himself to the World, that these and other Parts of his 
Behaviour have been the principal Sourse of the late ill humors 
and disorders which have crept into the College, and are so of 
their present continuance ; and that if Mr. Innis will not change 
his Conduct in such particulars, he must know what ought to be 
the consequence, and what he has to expect from the President 
and Masters who have hitherto treated him with Indulgence. 

Besolv'd. — ■ 
(253) 

Eesol : — that tho' the President and Masters have condescend- 
ed to receive a Petition against Miss Digges from the Ushers and 
Students which call'd in question her conduct for years past, and 
is not express'd in decent, or dispassionate terms because stories 
to her prejudice have been circulatd round the Country; anony- 
mous Letters written on the same subject to the Visitors, and 
particularly because she herself desir'd that we should hear once 
for all what the Ushers and Students had to say against her; yet 
this our Condescension is not to serve as a predecent for any 
future Occasion ; but that the Ushers, Students, and Children on 
any zeal or suppos'd ill treatment receiv'd by them shall apply 
for relief to the President, or to the Professor in attendance 
while the fact is fresh, and can be most accurately examin'd into. 

Eesol: — that Miss Digges according to her request shall have 
directions given her for her Conduct as son as the Society can be 
at leisure for that purpose. 

Eesol : — that the Students will best consult their own Interest, 
the credit of the College, and the Welfare of their Country by 
attending to their own peculiar Studies & Business leaving the 
care and regulations of the Servants to the President and Pro- 
fessors. 

(To be continued.) 



